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Parents and all visitors to the school 

should enter the building through the 

main reception area at the front of the 

school. Please do not use the pupils’ 

entrance. Safeguarding our pupils on 

 the school site is a priority.  
 

Follow us on 

 

@HerschelGrammar  

for our  

latest news, reminders and 

 useful retweets! 

  
 

Herschel 
Grammar School 



 
 

  

Dear Pupils and Parents,  

We are all now well into the rhythm of online teaching and learning and have been adapting the provision 

in the light of feedback from parents, staff and pupils. We have just completed surveys of Year 10 and Year 

12 and will be surveying Year 8 just after half term.  

We are very pleased that the feedback from pupils has been very positive and they have provided some 

practical suggestions for improvement which we have shared with staff. Teachers are definitely becoming 

more attuned to pupils’ workloads and are giving them more consolidation time to ensure they keep on 

top of everything. However, it does remain difficult for us to gauge exactly how long a piece of work might 

take. In a classroom we read facial expressions and ask questions directly. That’s much more difficult on 

screen, so please do get in touch with your Head of Learning if you are having difficulties. That goes for 

parents too. We are happy to hear from you.  

We are eagerly awaiting the government announcement on 22nd February to see if we can have our 

children back! When we do we will be ready with the lateral flow testing which pupils can have if their 

parents wish them to. Sixth Form students can give their own consent. Do read the article Mrs Vucic, our 

Business Manager has written for the newsletter and look out for more information via Parentmail after 

half term.  

Despite the lockdown we have been able to celebrate lots of aspects of school life. I hope you enjoy 

reading about these in this edition of the newsletter.  

I am looking forward to lighter days, better weather and lots of daffodils in bloom when we return. 

Wishing you a lovely half term.  

By Ms Rockall, Headteacher 

 

Herschel Grammar School preparing for the LFD Covid-19 testing 

Once we came back to school following our Christmas break it was full on for a number of staff, attending 

webinars and going through training to set up the school for the LFD (Lateral Flow Device) mass testing 

programme.  We can confirm that for a few weeks now we have been doing Covid-19 testing on staff and 

keyworker children coming to school and have become quite confident and efficient with the whole 

process.  Obviously, we do not have all pupils in school at the moment so the whole process is not so time-

consuming. However, it has given us a good idea of what the process will look like once all pupils and staff 

are back in school.  We are pleased to confirm that so far nobody has tested positive with Covid-19! 

 

Closer to the school’s re-opening we will be sending you more information so you will be aware of what 

will be expected from you should you wish to take part.  Please do watch out for those emails.  Meanwhile, 

you may want to start locating your tonsils (use your phone torch to see better in the mirror) so you will be 

acquainted with what you are looking for when the time for weekly testing comes.  If you’ve had your 

tonsils removed do not worry, you can swab the area at the back of your mouth where they would have 

been. 

 

We are setting up a dedicated area in the sixth form block for the mass testing programme and are 

currently waiting for the flooring to be changed and some furniture we ordered to arrive.  We have re-

painted the room already and it looks fresh and clean.  By the time you are all back our testing site will be 

ready and fully operational. 

By Mrs Vucic, Business Manager 

 



 
 

  

LGBT+ History Month 

With the struggles of Lockdown 3, our students have shown their dedication and strength through their 
creativity and voice. We always strive to create a diverse and open environment. However, by being 
separated at home this hasn’t been easy. February marked the beginning of LGBT+ history month, where 
we learnt about the conception of the community and the struggles they faced in the past and the present. 
Students have been writing poems and creating pieces of art and informative posters to help raise 
awareness of this issue in the global community. Leading to the end of this half-term we will see a 
celebration for Lunar New Year, with an opportunity for students to make their own Chinese lanterns, and 
practice their culinary skills with some special Lunar New Year recipes! We can’t wait to see these 
magnificent creations! 
By Mrs Jandu, Teacher of English, Head of Media Studies & Diversity Lead 

 

 

Young Enterprise Company Program 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every year our Year 12 students take part in the Young Enterprise Company program. The company 
programme empowers young people to set up and run a student company under the guidance of a 
business volunteer. Students gain first-hand experience of work, job roles and working as a team as they 
set up and run their business. They explore the fundamentals of enterprise from understanding customers 
and selling and marketing products to making difficult decisions and taking and sharing responsibility. Most 
importantly they learn by doing; enjoying real successes and overcoming real setbacks makes for a truly 
valuable experience.  
 
This is a nationwide program supported by HSBC. Over the years our teams have taken part and won many 
competitions that run throughout the year. 
  
This year, we have two teams again. Both teams have been affected by the pandemic lockdown in terms of 
introducing their product and promoting their company and marketing their products. So here we are 
introducing the HGS teams – IURA and Integra Medical Enterprise. Please support them by spreading the 
word and also ordering their products. 
By Mrs Malik, Head of Learning Year 11, Assistant Head of Mathematics 

 

 



 
 

  

What can we do to help our community during this pandemic? 

Due to the current situation, we are obligated to wear masks when we leave our homes. Some of us are 

using disposable masks and that is a major issue as the masks that you throw in the bin becomes a cause to 

pollute all areas of our environments, from land to seas. Currently 53 million masks are ending up in UK 

landfills daily and a large uncountable number of masks dumped somewhere polluting green space, rivers 

and oceans. The disposable masks are made of three layers of plastic which it takes about 450 years to 

decompose. Following this rhythm soon before we think there are going to be more masks than jellyfish in 

the ocean. However, we have a part to play in all this: buy and use reusable masks to help the 

environment. You just use, wash and then reuse. It is that simple! Please consider the option of reusable 

masks to help the earth’s ecosystem and our future home. Make a responsible choice to care about the 

environment around you and succeed in life.  
By Muskaan Haider Kazmi 
 

BioArtAttack Update 

Having sent off our entries into the Royal Society of Biology's annual BioArtAttack competition, we have 

now been informed that two of our entries made the shortlist of 14 out of 362 entries nationwide! A solo 

entry from Ana Aslam in Year 7, and a group entry from Yadhavi Sutharshan, Ayesha Zaheer, Vigyathri 

Neela, Pranati Madhusudana and Narmeen Saleem in Year 9 can now be seen amongst the other selected 

entries here - https://www.rsb.org.uk/news/14-news/2566-bioartattack-2020-competition-winners-

announced. Well done to everyone who entered! 
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Holocaust Survivor Webcast – an inspiring story 

On 26 January, all Year 9 pupils linked up with the Holocaust Educational Trust to hear the testimony of a 

Holocaust survivor. This year, of course, we couldn’t meet a survivor in person, but listening to Eve Kugler’s 

extraordinary story was still a very memorable experience. Born in 1931, she experienced the horrors of 

Kristallnacht before making her escape from Nazi Germany. Eve Kugler was separated from her family for 

several years, living with a foster family in America. Many members of her family perished in the 

Holocaust. Below is a thoughtful reflection from Anshi Singh in Year 9. 

“Watching Eve Kugler’s webcast was really inspiring. Yes, I already knew a bit about the horrors of the 

Holocaust but listening to a first-hand experience really changed the way I looked at it. The way she 

described her family members so fondly, and what it was like leaving them, made me think of my own, and 

how upset I would be if I was forced to do the same. She described each event so vividly; it was like you 

were there with her which made it so much more real. To think that this is just one person’s story, and that 

there were so many more Jews who went through the same, most of them facing even worse situations, 

helped me understand the terrors of the Holocaust and what all its victims had to go through. It’s inspiring 

how she’s willing to remember these memories, rather than to keep them locked away in the past. She 

clearly wants to get her story out there, to teach people what it was like, what she and her family had to go 

through, and what Jews in Nazi Germany had to go through. I’m extremely thankful to Eve Kugler for 

sharing her past, it really deepened my understanding of the Holocaust.” 

 

Those who experienced the Holocaust first-hand are a dwindling group, and the current generation of 

schoolchildren will be amongst the last to have the privilege of hearing these powerful testimonies. All who 

listened to Eve Kugler were challenged to be a witness to her story and to stand up to racism and 

discrimination in all its forms. As Sameeha Rizwan in Year 9 commented, “the main thing which I took away 

from Eve’s testimony was to try not be afraid to stand up for what you believe, and to be brave and 

persevere”. 

By Mr Bourne, History/Deputy Headteacher  

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

CyberFirst Girls 

We first heard about the CyberFirst Girls Competition in November and were immediately intrigued. We 
entered the competition not knowing much about cyber and coding and discovered that it was a 
competition for girls aged 12-13, organised by National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC). We had to be in 
groups of 4 to enter the online qualifier that comprised of 4 categories: Logic and Coding, Networking, 
Cyber Security and Cryptography. As we progressed through the tasks, we were fascinated by the different 
elements of computing and how much we learnt. It was a great opportunity, and the competition focuses 
on how young girls can develop their cyber security skills and pursue a career in it. After every online 
lesson, we were excited to challenge ourselves and it certainly developed our team working and 
communication skills despite the factor of remote learning. We were very nervous to find out what place 
we were in after the 10-day qualifier round and we couldn’t believe that we started from not knowing 
much to learning so much more! We were ecstatic when we heard that we won, and it was truly a 
wonderful experience! 

Zainab: “I entered the competition not knowing absolutely anything. However, it was immensely 
rewarding, to see my improvement increase.” 

Shruti: “I especially enjoyed working on the Logic and Coding challenges, I didn’t know much but now I feel 
that I have learnt some valuable skills!” 

Hameedah: “What I enjoyed most was working and bonding with my teammates through this competition. 
The satisfaction of completing a question was one of the best feelings!” 

Nuha: “In this qualifier, I really liked the Cryptography challenges and once completing an expert question 
brought so much encouragement and joy to keep on completing more challenges.” 

Thank you, Miss Wood, for supporting us, it really paid off and we’re grateful.  
By CyberFirst team TECHnically 

Note from Miss Wood: 

36 girls in year 8 took part in the competition this year, and I was so impressed with everyone's 
commitment and support of each other. Excitingly, the girls from team TECHnically (above) have been 
invited to take part in the semi-finals in March, against the top teams from the South East of England - 
good luck girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

 

Cyberbullying Advice 

 

 

By Mrs Oxley, Assistant Headteacher 



 
 

  

 

 

#Coping – Family life during the lockdown  

Click here to find a useful document compiled by the East Berkshire Clinical Commissioning Group and 

available on their website. 

 

Looking for Talent  

We would love to hear about our students’ achievements in the wider world. Please send a brief 

description of any such outstanding successes to talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk, stating the students’ 

name and form.  

We will celebrate them in forthcoming newsletters. 

 

Mrs Smith, HPP Co-Ordinator 

https://www.eastberkshireccg.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/coping-family-2.1.pdf
mailto:talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk

